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the Union. The measure is, no doubt, lost for the
present; however, it is not given up, and all hope of
carrying it even this session is not abandoned. It is
still intended to proceed in England with the pre-
liminary measure of a declaration by Parliament in
favour of a union ; and the resolutions will still be
voted. At least, such was the intention of the Cabinet
to-day. There were some members who were to sup-
port the Union that went away during the debate,
which lasted till one o'clock after noon of the next
day. There were eighty speakers ; almost a hundred
of the House were absent.

c Shocking news from Italy. The Neapolitan troops
have begged to be excused everywhere. They have fled
and deserted uniformly. The Eoyal Family have em-
barked for Sicily, and the enemy must now be in pos-
session of Naples. I ain most sincerely grieved at this
event. Europe seems ripe, or rather rotten, for de-
struction. I should not be surprised to see my Queen
in a straw hat in England yet.'

Throughout the spring Lord Minto and Mr. Elliot
continued to exchange letters in which the question of
the Union was the chief topic discussed. Lord Minto's
views are* mainly to be gathered from Mr. Elliot's
letters, as his own have not been preserved ; but from
the tone of Mr. Elliot's it is clear that both corre-
spondents considered the determination of Mr. Pitt to
drop Catholic Emancipation out of the Government
measure as a lamentable concession to the Protestant

VOL, III.                                    E